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Executive Order 12-04 

Follows 2012 legislative debates 

Affirms the public benefits of wetlands 

Affirms  No-Net Loss policy 

Asks for recommendations to improve 

policy 

Assigns BWSR  as lead agency, with  

DNR, MDA, DOT and PCA  



The Charge 

Invite stakeholder participation 

Generally improve wetlands policy 

WCA specific issues 

Strategic use of funding to maximize 

benefits of wetland restoration  

Intergovernmental coordination  

State, federal and local 



Time Lines 

Complete by 12/15 

Final Review by Board of Water and Soil 

Resources (12/13)  

Work with BWSR Committees  - Mid 

November 

Draft Document: Early November 

Stakeholder input:  September and 

October  

 



Process 

41 Stakeholder groups identified 

4 Sector meetings   

4 Regional meetings  

2 All-Party meeting  

State agency coordinating team  



Report Scope 

Focus on specific charges 

Anticipate broad issues will emerge 

Recommendations will be high level and 

require follow up.    

 Leverage other efforts going on right 

now.   

 



De minimus exemption  

Alignment of pre-settlement zones on 

watershed boundaries  

Consistent review, approval and 

implementation  

Adequacy of wetland bank funding 

Targeting wetland mitigation   

Strategic wetland restoration   

Specific Issues  



Broad Issues 

How do we improve wetlands policy in 

Minnesota Generally. 

How do we improve inter-governmental 

coordination and streamlining.    



NRCS Related Issues  

Coordination with Swamp Buster 

 Improved information on process 

 

Ag Mitigation Wetland Banking  

Monitoring costs  

 

Strategic Wetland Restoration 



Questions & Comments  

Project Contacts 

Dave Weirens, BWSR 

david.weirens@state.mn.su 

651-297-3432 

Mark Lindquist, DNR  

 mark.lindquist@state.mn.us 

 507-359-6038 
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